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Rao in order to deliver Raja Sahu from his thraldom. Some
Maratha chiefs joined his banner. When Sambhaji came to
terms with Sahu, Dabhade had one ally left from whom he
might expect substantial help, and that was Nizamu'1-Mulk. He
pressed the latter to join him to crush Bajl Rao. This gave
Nizamu'1-Mulk an excellent opportunity to take advantage
of the internal dissensions of the Maratha leaders, each fighting
for his own interest. In the meantime Trimbak Rao Dabhade's
agent in Gujerat, Pilaji Gaikwad, and his ally Kanthaji, had
raised a large body of troops and invaded Malwa. Nizamu'l-
Mulk wrote back to Dabhade, promising him all possible
help, thinking that this would keep Baj! Rao busy with the
internal difficulties and thus prevent him from undertaking
ventures in Mughal territories. It was decided that they both
(Nizamu'1-Mulk and Dabhade) should meet with their respec-
tive forces somewhere in the neighbourhood of Ahmednagar.
This project was soon discovered by the secret service
of Bajl Rao who told Sahu of the formidable coalition which
was being formed against the safety of the Maratha State.
Sahu directed Baji Rao and his younger brother Chimnaji
Appa to make ready for immediate military operations to
prevent Trimbak Rao Dabhade's forces from joining Nizamu'l-
Mulk. Bajl Rao, by forced marches, encountered Trimbak
Rao Dabhade at Dabhai. The latter, after an obstinate
battle, was defeated and slain and all his troops were
dispersed.1
Now the authority of Bajl Rao became supreme in the
Maratha State. His enemies, one after another, had been
completely eliminated; Sambhaji had established close relations
with his cousin and had shown by his conduct that he would not
countenance any scheme aimed against Sahu and his Govern-
ment. Bajl Rao thought that Nizamu'1-Mulk was left without
any ally and was too busy in organizing the administration
of his dominion in the Deccan and the Carnatic to be able
to offer resistance and stand in the way of fulfilling his (Bajl
Rao's) ambition in Malwa. Nizamu'1-Mulk had been deprived
of his Subedari of Malwa in February 1724. His cousin
'Azimullah Khan, deputy Governor of Malwa, had been
recalled to the Deccan and Raja Girdhar was appointed the
1Kincaid and Parasnis, vol. II, p. 193; Sinha, op. cit., p. 99.
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